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A strong arts and creative culture 
is the bedrock of what makes a 
city liveable.

Mr Martin Haese, Lord Mayor 
of Adelaide, Australia, said this in 
his keynote address yesterday at 
Shaping Cities  Through Innova-
tion and Collaboration in Culture, 
a forum by the Ministry of Cul-
ture,  Community  and  Youth  in  
partnership with the World Cities 
Summit.

The summit, being held at Ma-
rina Bay Sands until  tomorrow,  
features experts in discussions to 
explore how cities can be more 
liveable.  Some  20,000  partici-
pants from 100 countries are ex-
pected.

Speaking with forum modera-
tor Warren Fernandez, Singapore 
Press  Holdings’  English/Malay/  
Tamil  Media  Group  editor-in-
chief  and  The  Straits  Times  
editor, the Lord Mayor noted that 
it is not infrastructure but culture 
that holds a community together, 
and that a deep-seated multicul-
turalism  is  central  to  a  city’s  

liveability. 
“What makes a city tick, what 

drives a city forward, what holds 
a community together? It is the 
culture – not the buildings,  not  
the roads, not even the data net-
works – but the people.”

Adelaide was  the  first  British  
“free  colony”  established  after  
the Great Reform Act was passed 
in the British Parliament in 1834. 
It hosts the Adelaide Fringe Festi-
val,  the  second-largest  annual  
arts event in the world, after the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe in Scot-
land. 

At a panel discussion following 
the  Lord  Mayor’s  speech,  Na-
tional Arts Council  chief execu-
tive Rosa Daniel  said Singapore 
and Adelaide have much in com-
mon as social experiments grown 
through migration. 

During  the  panel  discussion,  
she spoke on issues such as the 
role of the state in developing the 
arts and increasing arts engage-
ment in society. Visiting experts 
Ambeth  Ocampo  of  Ateneo  de  
Manila University,  Sarawak Mu-
seum  Campus  project  director  
Hans van de Bunte, and Mr Aaron 

Seeto, director of Museum Macan 
in Indonesia, also took part.

Artists who take funding can-
not have pure autonomy – rather, 
said Mr van de Bunte, it is a “bal-
ancing of stakeholders”.

Said  Mr  Seeto:  “If  artists  are  
there just to achieve a certain gov-
ernment agenda, they’re just like 
pets.  That’s  not  what  I  under-
stand artists to be – if we want 
artists to be pets, that’s not the 
full gamut of artistic expression.”

Mrs Daniel  said that privately 
funded art “may not be as autono-
mous as you think – private giv-
ing  comes  with  its  own  condi-
tions”.

Professor  Ocampo  cautioned  
that without culture and the nur-
turing  of  a  national  identity,  a  
country  risks  having  its  young  
generations go abroad with no de-
sire to return. 

“Before  you  give  somebody  
wings,  you  have  to  give  them  
roots. They can fly anywhere else 
but they will always come back, 
and you teach that in the realm of 
culture, identity and the arts.”
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In  more  recent  years,  inter-
racial  Muslim  marriages  have  
seen the biggest jump. Last year, 
38  per  cent  of  Muslim  unions  
were inter-ethnic,  up from 33.9 
per cent in 2016.

The number of such unions in 
civil marriages saw a slight dip to 
17.7 per cent last year, down from 
18.2 the year before.

And among the civil unions last 
year, the largest group of those in 
mixed  marriages  were  Chinese  
grooms who  took  brides  of  the  
“others” race category. 

They made up almost half of all 
mixed  marriages  under  the  
Women’s Charter.

The “others”  category encom-
passes ethnic groups other than 
Chinese, Malay, Indian, Eurasian 

and Caucasian.
Dr Straughan noted that many 

of  the  Chinese  men  who  took  
brides of the “others” category are 
likely to have married foreigners 
from neighbouring countries.

The men are likely to be older 
and less educated and may have 
had  problems  finding  Singa-
porean spouses, who are known 
to be more picky in their choice of 
mates. 

Overall,  slightly  more  couples  
tied  the  knot  last  year  –  good  
news for a country where more 
people are remaining single and 
babies are in short supply.

There  were  28,212  marriages  
last year, up 0.9 per cent from the 
27,971 in 2016. 

Last  year,  7,578  marriages  
ended in a divorce or annulment, 
0.5 per cent lower than the 7,614 
marital dissolutions in 2016.

In a very modern-day marriage, 
cinematographer K. Hanshen Sud-
deruddin,  31,  wed  interior  de-
signer  Adeline  Yeo,  30,  last  
month. 

Both are Singaporean, with Mr 
Sudderuddin of Indian ethnicity 
and Ms Yeo, a Chinese. The couple 
met  four  years  ago  on a  dating  
website and hit it off.

For them, race was never an is-
sue,  although  Ms  Yeo  inferred  
that her parents would have pre-
ferred  her  to  marry  a  Chinese  
man. 

They  have  never  voiced  their  
preference,  but  she pointed out  
that  all  her  relatives  had  wed  
within the race. Still, her parents 
were supportive of her relation-
ship with her husband.

She said: “My parents were very 
open and welcoming of Hanshen. 
Times are changing and more peo-
ple  are  marrying  outside  their  
race.”
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The number of Muslim divorces fell to a five-year 
low last year, thanks to recent initiatives to bolster 
marriages within the community, although some ex-
perts warned it is too early to celebrate.

There were 1,637 divorces among Muslim cou-
ples last year, down 3.8 per cent from 2016’s figure 
of 1,702. 

Last year’s figure was the lowest since 2012 when 
1,587 Muslim couples split up, according to the 2017 
marriages and divorces statistics released by the De-
partment of Statistics yesterday. 

Experts  attributed  the  dip  to  new  initiatives  
aimed at strengthening marriages in the Muslim 
community.

“Couples are now also required to go through a 
marriage counselling programme before they file 
for divorce, which may have contributed to a reduc-
tion in divorce rates, as couples are given the oppor-
tunity to reflect and really assess their decision to 
get a divorce,” said Madam Zaleha Ahmad, centre di-
rector of the Association of Muslim Professionals’ 
Marriage Hub.

Another possible contributing factor to the fall is 
the Government’s increased focus on supporting 
couples  in their  marriages,  said  a  representative 
from the Singapore Muslim Women’s Association, 
which conducts  marriage  preparation courses  as 
well as marriage counselling sessions.

However,  the top  reason  for  divorce was  infi-
delity, with 23.5 per cent of Muslim couples splitting 
up because of a cheating spouse. This was up from 
18.8 per cent in 2007. 

Other observers cautioned that the fall in divorces 
should not be a cause for celebration yet. 

Said veteran lawyer Halijah Mohamad: “I am not 
convinced that this is something that we should be 
congratulating each other about in the community, 
because if you look at the absolute numbers, the 
drop is insignificant. 

“We can start to congratulate each other only if we 
see a trend of decrease.”
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Derek Wong 

Two emerging developments in Sin-
gapore are set for a technological 
boost  after  government  agencies  
signed two agreements with compa-
nies yesterday. 

The Housing Board (HDB) and SP 
Group are exploring a centralised 
cooling system and energy manage-
ment  system  at  the  new  Tengah  
town, while JTC Corporation and 
ST Engineering are looking at inte-
grating building systems and estate 
services on an open digital platform 
i n the Punggol Digital District.

The joint study by the HDB and 
SP Group may see future residents 
of a Tengah housing development 
have the option of accessing a cen-
tralised  cooling  system  for  their  
flats. The study will also consider if 
Tengah can be developed as HDB’s 
first Smart Energy Town by using 
artificial  intelligence  (AI),  among  
other things.

An AI system – the Smart Energy 
Concierge – will utilise smart con-
trols, sensors and algorithms to inte-
grate the town’s energy solutions in 
a coordinated manner to generate 
efficiencies and energy savings, SP 
Group said in a statement.

The system will be connected to 
the energy grid, energy storage sys-
tems and solar photovoltaic genera-
tors.  It  will  identify patterns and 
anomalies in energy flows to min-

imise disruption to services and op-
timise energy use.

The HDB inked two other agree-
ments yesterday – one with land-
scaping firm ISO Landscape to de-
velop  a  floating  solar  system  for  
coastal marine conditions, and the 
other with Robin Village Develop-
ment to research the use of 3D con-
crete printing to expand HDB’s de-
sign and construction capabilities.

Mr Lawrence Wong, Minister for 
National Development, said at the 
signing that there is “tremendous 

potential to transform and improve 
our  living  environment  through  
new technologies”.

The agreement signed by JTC and 
ST Engineering will see an open dig-
ital  platform  in  Punggol  in  2023  
that integrates systems, helping to 
manage buildings and security as 
well as district cooling and waste.

For example, building occupants 
will be able to give feedback on the 
temperature through an app so it 
can be adjusted accordingly, opti-
mising energy use.

Traffic video analytics can detect 
road conditions and smart traffic  
lights  will  adapt  signal  cycles  to  
clear congestion. 

The platform is the first of its kind 
in Singapore and could be deployed 
to other areas such as the Jurong In-
novation District, said JTC. 

Both  memorandums  of  under-
standing were signed at the World 
Cities Summit at Marina Bay Sands 
Expo and Convention Centre.
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Companies in Singapore will have 
to  report  the  packaging  used  in  
their products a year earlier than 
the previous deadline as part of a na-
tional push to reduce waste.

By the end of 2020, firms that use 
packaging – from supermarkets to 
importers – must be ready to sub-
mit an annual report to the National 
Environment Agency (NEA) with 
information  on  the  type  and  
amount of packaging in their prod-
ucts,  as  well  as  their  packaging  
waste reduction plans.

Minister  for  the  Environment  
and  Water  Resources  Masagos  
Zulkifli announced this yesterday 
at the opening of the Clean Environ-
ment Leaders’  Summit at  Marina 
Bay Sands.

He said: “We will bring forward 

the introduction of a mandatory re-
porting framework  for  packaging  
data  and  waste  reduction  plans,  
from 2021 as earlier announced, to 
2020.”

With  the  change,  firms  would  
have to submit their first report in 
2021, instead of 2022.

In his speech, Mr Masagos also 
said  the  Government  is  studying  
how feasible it is to make compa-
nies responsible for what happens 
to their plastic or packaging waste 
after it is thrown away.

The existing Extended Producer 
Responsibility framework will,  by 
2021, compel producers of electri-
cal and electronic equipment to en-
sure  their  products  are  collected  
and recycled or disposed of when 
they reach the end of their lifespan.

“By making producers responsi-
ble for the ‘end of life’ of their prod-
ucts, they will be incentivised to de-

sign products that are more easily 
recycled, or come up with innova-
tive  circular  economy  business  
models,” said Mr Masagos.

Noting that strict rules could hold 
back the adoption of new ideas, Mr 
Masagos also announced a regula-
tory sandbox for the environmen-
tal services sector, allowing firms to 
test technologies and solutions in a 
setting with relaxed regulations.

At the event, NEA recognised 13 
signatories of the Singapore Packag-
ing Agreement for their efforts to re-
duce packaging waste.

The organisations, which include 
Nestle Singapore and Wildlife Re-
serves Singapore, cumulatively re-
duced about 46,000 tonnes of pack-
aging waste, enough to fill about 88 
Olympic-size  swimming  pools.  
This  has  saved  them  more  than  
$100 million.

The ideas announced yesterday 
will  go  into  the  inaugural  Zero  
Waste Masterplan, which will be re-
leased next year .
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GLUE FOR COMMUNITY 

What makes a city tick, 
what drives a city forward, 
what holds a community 
together? It is the culture – 
not the buildings, not the 
roads, not even the data 
networks – but the people.

’’MR MARTIN HAESE, 
Lord Mayor of Adelaide, Australia.

The Straits Times has launched a 
new microsite about smart cities.

Smart  Cities:  Building  For  
Tomorrow  is  a  dedicated  Web  
page about  the  ongoing  digital  
transformation of cities to build 
liveable and sustainable habitats 
for people.

Mr Warren Fernandez, editor-
in-chief of Singapore Press Hold-
ings’ English/Malay/Tamil Media 
group and ST editor, announced 
the microsite at  a forum at the 
World Cities Summit yesterday.

Noting the growing interest in 
forging smart cities all around the 
world, he said: “Smart cities is a 
key initiative of Singapore’s chair-
manship of Asean this year.

“The critical question in many 
people’s minds is how do we go 
from where we are today,  with 
some  cities  that  are  not  very  
smart, to where we want to get 
to.” 

Of the microsite, he added: “We 
aim for this to be a repository of 
news reports, thought leadership 
and ideas to continue discussion 
on this important challenge.”

The challenges faced in devel-
oping  smart  cities  range  from  
how to harness technology and in-
novation to deal with problems 
caused by rapid urbanisation, to 
designing transport  and energy  
systems to make cities more sus-
tainable. 

Many cities are also striving to 
foster their cultural and arts sec-
tors to add vibrancy and buzz to 
draw creative talents.

From  the  microsite,  readers  
can get updates, commentaries, 
infographics and other informa-
tion on the growing efforts in Sin-
gapore, the region and elsewhere 
to  build  smart  cities.  It  can  be 
found at str.sg/smart-cities-2018

New Tengah, Punggol areas set for tech boost

Govt also studying feasibility of making firms 
responsible for packaging waste: Masagos

TIES AT HOME 

Before you give somebody 
wings, you have to give 
them roots. They can fly 
anywhere else but they will 
always comes back, and 
you teach that in the realm 
of culture, identity and the 
arts.

’’PROFESSOR AMBETH OCAMPO, 
of Ateneo de Manila University

Infrastructure alone cannot make a city liveable, says 
Adelaide Lord Mayor at World Cities Summit forum

ST’s smart cities site

AI to be used to 
tackle rat problem
A research laboratory and an 
innovative pest control company 
will use artificial intelligence (AI) 
to study data from rodent 
sensors to better manage rodent 
problems in shopping malls.

A memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) was 
signed yesterday between 
Pestech Holding and Singapore 
Management University (SMU), 
beginning a two-year 
collaboration between Pestech 
and an SMU research laboratory 
– LiveLabs Urban Lifestyle 
Innovation Platform. 

Under the MOU, Pestech will 
contribute its collected data on 
which shopping malls have 
rodent activity, and where the 
rodents are most active in the 
malls. It has rodent sensors in 

more than 10 malls around 
Singapore. 

Pestech’s infrared sensors are 
installed in the malls’ ceilings 
above food and beverage tenants 
and common ceiling space 
shared by tenants to detect the 
rats’ movements.

LiveLabs’ AI programming will 
be used to analyse the data and 
provide more accurate details, 
such as identifying the different 
rodent species, the number of 
rodent clusters and the unique 
behaviours of each species, such 
as feeding and movement 
patterns. 

“Instead of having to wait 
through the night to catch the 
rodents, they can use the 
algorithm and the data provided 
by our AI to predict the exact 
places and timings that the 
rodents will likely be at,” said a 
LiveLabs spokesman. 

The data will provide hourly 
and daily trends of the rodents’ 
locations and behavioural 
patterns, allowing LiveLabs to 
suggest the most appropriate 
pest control methods. 

PUB inks 3-year deal 
with Danish firm 
National water agency PUB has 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) with 
renowned pump manufacturer 
Grundfos to tap digital 
technologies for Singapore’s 
water supply.

The three-year agreement, 
signed yesterday on the sidelines 
of Singapore International Water 
Week, will see PUB and the 
Danish firm build on a previous 
collaboration inked in 2014.

It involves research and 

development projects in the 
areas of water treatment and 
water quality monitoring 
technologies, digital water 
solutions, as well as applications 
of high-efficiency pump 
solutions in water treatment.

The new MOU will be wider in 
scope and will incorporate 
Grundfos’ latest technologies. It 
will see the creation of intelligent 
products and solutions for 
Singapore that are more 
intuitive, connected and 
efficient, said PUB in a 
statement.

Among other things, Grundfos 
is working on technologies that 
will see pumps ordering their 
own spare parts.

PUB chief executive Ng Joo Hee 
and Denmark’s Ambassador to 
Singapore, Ms Dorte Bech 
Vizard, witnessed the MOU 
signing.
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0.9%
Percentage increase in the number of marriages last 
year, to 28,212 from 27,971 in 2016. 

Muslim divorce 
rates at 5-year low

ONUS ON PRODUCERS 

By making producers 
responsible for the ‘end 
of life’ of their products, 
they will be incentivised 
to design products that 
are more easily recycled, 
or come up with 
innovative circular 
economy business 
models.

’’MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND WATER RESOURCES
MASAGOS ZULKIFLI

Earlier deadline for 
companies to report
on packaging used 

Arts and culture build a city: Panel experts
MEDIA PARTNER

World Cities Summit, Singapore International Water Week, CleanEnviro SummitMuslim unions 
see biggest jump 
in interracial 
marriages

TRUE MELTING POT 

The figures give us 
hope that in terms 
of racial integration, 
we are truly a melting 
pot as marriage is 
the greatest show 
of acceptance (of 
someone of another 
race). It’s also a 
reflection that 
marrying outside 
one’s race is no 
longer a big deal.

’’SOCIOLOGIST PAULIN STRAUGHAN, 
of the Singapore Management University.
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